Pennsylvania  Trail  of  History 


French  Azilum 


The  La  Porte  house,  built  in  1836  by  the  son 
of  one  of  the  founders  of  the  colony.  Its 
delicately  painted  ceilings  and  interior  decor 
reflect  the  French  influence,  elegance,  and 
refinement  of  an  earlier  day. 


Site  of  colony  for  Refugees 
From  the  French  Revolution 
Built  on  the  Susquehanna 


Administered  hy 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL 
AND  MUSEUM  COMMISSION 


You've  got  a friend  in  Pennsylvania 


Tinrn 


About  ten  miles  below  Towanda  in  Bradford  County, 
we  wend  our  way  along  the  Pennsylvania  Trail  of  History 
to  French  Azilum,  located  on  a lovely  horseshoe  bend 
of  the  meandering  Susquehanna  River. 

Azilum  -or  Asylum-  was  appropriately  named,  for  it 
provided  a natural  setting  of  undisturbed  calm  and  pas- 
toral serenity  for  a group  of  French  exiles  who  settled 
there  in  the  autumn  of  1793. 

Some  of  the  refugees,  because  of  their  loyalty  to  the 
King,  had  left  France  to  escape  imprisonment  or  death 
at  the  hands  of  the  Revolution.  Others  had  fled  the 
French  colony  of  Santo  Domingo  (Flaiti)  to  escape  the 
carnage  of  the  mulatto  and  slave  uprisings  inspired  by 
the  declaration  of  equality  of  the  radical  French  Assem- 
bly. According  to  an  unverified  story,  even  Marie  An- 
toinette, the  queen  of  France,  and  her  two  children 
were  to  settle  here. 

Several  influential  Philadelphians  who  were  sym- 
pathetic to  the  exiles  also  saw  in  their  plight  an  oppor- 
tunity to  profit  financially.  To  this  end,  Stephen  Girard, 
Robert  Morris,  and  John  Nicholson,  Pennsylvania's 
comptroller  general,  abetted  the  purchase  of  a large 
tract  of  land  in  the  northern  wilderness  of  the  State. 
Sixteen  hundred  acres  were  acquired,  three  hundred 
of  which  were  laid  out  as  a town  plot  with  a two-acre 
market  square,  a gridiron  pattern  of  broad  streets,  and 
413  lots  of  approximately  one- half  acre  each.  By  the 
following  spring,  about  thirty  rough  log  houses  had 
been  built. 

In  time,  several  small  shops,  a schoolhouse,  a chapel, 
and  a theatre  appeared  around  the  market  square; 
dairying  and  sheep  raising  were  begun;  orchards  and 
gardens  were  planted;  a gristmill,  blacksmith  shop  and 
a distillery  were  erected;  and  the  manufacture  of 
potash  and  pearlash  was  established. 

Although  the  domestic  structures  were  crude,  many 
had  chimneys,  wallpaper,  window  glass,  shutters,  and 
porches  to  satisfy  the  desire  for  beauty  and  comfort, 
and  some  of  the  little  luxuries  and  extravagances 
brought  with  them  from  their  native  lands  kept  alive 
the  memory  of  better  days. 

The  most  imposing  building  in  the  colony  was  "La 
Grande  Maison;  a two-story  log  structure  eighty-four 
feet  long  and  sixty  feet  wide.  It  had  numerous  small- 
paned  windows  and  eight  large  fireplaces,  and  it  has 
been  said,  though  hardly  proven,  that  it  was  to  be  the 


dwelling  of  the  Queen.  It  was  the  scene  of  many  social 
gatherings,  and  among  its  most  famous  guests  were 
Talleyrand  and  Louis  Phillipe,  who  was  later  to  become 
king. 

The  phantasm  of  a quasi-aristocratic  French  court 
transplanted  to  a rustic  sylvan  environment,  however, 
was  to  be  of  very  short  duration.  Economic  depression 
set  in  and  money  was  hard  to  obtain.  Morris  and  Nichol- 
son went  into  bankruptcy,  and  the  income  which  the 
colony's  founders  received  from  French  sources 
stopped. 

In  the  late  1790's  many  of  the  emigres  drifted  away 
to  the  southern  cities  of  Charleston,  Savannah  and  New 
Orleans;  some  returned  to  Santo  Domingo.  Napolean 
made  it  possible  for  exiles  to  return  to  France,  and 
many  did.  A few  families,  however,  including  the 
LaPortes,  Flomets,  LeFevres,  Brevosts,  and  D'Autre- 
monts,  remained  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  later  years 
their  progeny  helped  to  settle  Wysox,  Wyalusing, 
Athens,  Towanda,  and  other  communities.  Azilum  itself 
soon  passed  into  history. 

Of  the  more  than  fifty  structures  erected  by  the  re- 
fugees, not  one  remains.  The  four  hundred-odd  half- 
acre house  and  garden  plots,  so  carefully  planned  and 
then  abandoned,  were  absorbed  into  larger  tracts  of 
farmland  and  tilled  for  generations  by  later  occupants. 

The  aura  of  the  serenity  that  pervaded  French  Azilum, 
however,  remains  unchanged,  and  the  years  have  not 
obliterated  all  vestiges  of  the  settlement.  The  millrace 
and  millstones  can  still  be  seen  at  Flomet's,  traces  of 
the  old  road  that  ran  over  the  mountain  toward  Loyal- 
sock  are  faintly  discernible,  and  the  spring  that  supplied 
the  water  for  "La  Grande  Maison"  still  issues  forth. 


French  Azilum 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 
^ FOR  1994  3^ 

Sun.,  MAY  1 

OPENING  DAY,  May  Day  Fine  Arts  Exhibit 

Tour  the  Site  and  then  visit  with  the  artists. 

Regular  hours.  Regular  admission  fees. 

Sat.  & Sun.,  JUNE  11  & 12  (10  a.m  - 5 p.m.) 

25th  ANNUAL  HERITAGE  DAYS  FESTIVAL 

Artists,  crafts,  demonstrations,  food,  entertain- 
ment, tours. 

Saturday:  Dog  Match.  Sunday:  Car  Show  - Corvettes. 
Admission:  $2.00/Members  and  preschool:  Free 

Sat.,  AUGUST  6 (raindate:  August  7) 

COTILLION:  7 - 11  p.m. 

Music,  dancing  and  food.  $15  per  person.  Advance 
ticket  sales.  Call  for  further  information. 

Sat,  SEPTEMBER  3 

DESCENDANTS  DAY  PICNIC  Looking  for  descen- 
dants of  original  settlers  to  come  share  stories  and 
food.  Call  265-5905  or  265-3576  for  more  info. 
Site  will  be  open  to  the  public  for  reguiar  tours. 
Regular  admission  fees. 

Sun.,  SEPTEMBER  17  (raindate:  Sept.  18) 

VINTAGE  TRACTOR  SHOW  & OX  ROAST 

R.C.  Show.  Tours.  Regular  hours.  Regularadmission. 

Thurs.,  OCTOBER  27 

FRENCH  AZILUM,  INC.  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Call  for  further  information. 

Sat.,  FEBRUARY  6 (snowdate:  Feb.  7) 

BON  VOYAGE  DINNER  DANCE 

Dinner,  dancing  and  door  prizes.  Music  by  'Top 
Shelf".  Grand  Prize  - Cruise  for  2.  6 p.m.  - 11  p.m. 
Towanda  Country  Club.  $30  per  person. 


This  brochure  was  made  possible  through  the 
generosity  of: 


Welles  Mill  Co.,  Inc. 

Established  1820  • Wyalusing,  PA 

We  Deliver 

Quality  Mobil  Heating  Oil  & K-1  Kerosene 
Oil  Burner  Installation  & 24  Hour  Service 

1-800 -800- 9626 

WYALUSING:  746-1201 
WYSOX:  265-5446 
NEW  ALBANY:  363-2840 


cm. 


When  booking 
your  cruise  with  us, 
mention 
French  Azilum 
and  we  will  make 
a donation 
on  your  behalf. 


Route  6,  P.O.  Box  G 
Wysox,  PA  18854 
(717)265-7587 
(800)258-0320 


Julie  L.  Allen,  MCC 
Kathy  Bernhardt,  ACC 

Cruise  Consultants/Owners 


The  Historic  Hotel  Wyalusing 

111  MAIN  STREET  717-746-1204 


One  block  off  Route  6 

ENJOY  FINE  FOOD  & LODGING 

DINING  ROOM  OPEN  6 NIGHTS  - 7 DAYS 


(Closes  Monday  at  3:00  p.m.) 

Large  Comfortable  Bar  Room  with  Full  Menu  Also 


From  French  Azilum: 

10  miles  on  Rt.  187  South 
and  make  a Left  across 
Wyalusing's  Rainbow 
Bridge.  Left  at  Rt.  6 
to  the  next  Right  which  is 
Main  St. 


Write  for  membership  information. 

Open  June  1 to  August  31 
wed. -Sun.  11-4:30 
Closed  Mon.  and  Tues. 

Open  Weekends  Only  in 
May.  September  & October 

Closed  for  the  Season:  October  9 
—ADMISSION— 


Adults $3.50 

Sr.  Citizens $3.00 

Students $2.00 

Preschool  . FREE 


French  Azilum 

R.D.  2,  Box  266,  Towanda  PA  18848 
717-265-3376 


